Course Alignment Templates for Social Studies

	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Government & Civics 
The Social Studies GSEs are listed below by strand. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades 9-12 social studies GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and whether YOUR EXPECATIONS are comparable to rigor of GSEs (+/√/-). Indicate how this GSE is assessed in your class (TQ,TT,CT,IA,PBA) Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course.

	KEY:   I=Instructed in course;  A=Assessed in course

+/√/- = Rigor of course content compared to GSE
Guiding Question: Is the GSE Instructed?
Key:

GSE Instructed: I
Degree to which GSE is instructed:

· entire GSE √

· partially covered  √ -

· beyond GSE expectation  √+
	Guiding Question: How is the GSE Assessed?
Key:
Traditional Quiz: TQ
Traditional Test: TT
Common Task: CT

Informal Assessment: IA
Performance-Based Assessment: PBA (not a common task)


	Specific Course Alignment Information –  documentation example      I:√  , A: TT, TQ                                                                                                     

	Social Studies: G&C
	Course

	G&C – 1-1: People create and change structures of power, authority, and governance in order to accomplish common goals.
	

	1-1a describing or explaining competing ideas about the purposes and functions of politics and government

	

	1-1b comparing & contrasting different forms of government and their purposes.

	

	1-1c explaining how a political ideology is reflected in the form and structure of a government

	

	1-1d-. distinguishing between the rule of law & the “rule of men”

	

	G&C – 1-2 :Students demonstrate an understanding of sources of authority and use of power and how they are/can be changed by…
	

	1-2a identifying how actions of a government affect relationships involving the individual, society and the government

	

	1-2b explaining how political authority is obtained & legitimized

	

	1-2c examining the historical origins of power and how that power has been exercised over time

	


	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Government & Civics (continued)

	Social Studies: G & C


	Course

	G&C – 2: The Constitution of the United States established a government of limited powers that are shared among different levels and branches
	

	G&C-  2-1:   Students demonstrate an understanding of United States government(local, state, national by…)
	

	2-1a evaluating, taking, defending positions on a current issue regarding the judicial protection of individual or state rights via judicial review


	

	2-1b  analyzing the basic structures of government in the U.S.

	

	2-1c  identifying and describing ways in which people gain or fail to gain access to the institutions of the U.S. government (local, state, national) or other political institutions
	

	2-1d  critically examining the principles, traditions, and precedents of American constitutional government
	

	G&C-  2-2:    Students demonstrate an understanding of the democratic values and principles underlying the US government by…
	

	2-2a   interpreting & analyzing the sources of the U.S. democratic tradition in the Dec of Independence, U.S. Constitution, & other documents
	

	2-2b  analyzing the inherent challenges involved in balancing majority rule and minority rights
	

	2-2c  identifying and giving examples of the discrepancies between democratic ideals & the realities of American social & political life
	

	2-2d  discussing different historical understandings / perspectives of democracy

	


	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Government & Civics (continued)

	Social Studies: G & C


	Course

	G&C – 3:  In a democratic society all people have certain rights and responsibilities  
	

	G&C-  3-1:     Students demonstrate an understanding of citizen's rights and responsibilities
	

	3-1a  comparing and contrasting different perspective on provisions found in the Bill of Rights
	

	3-1b  comparing and contrasting human rights provided for in various seminal documents or materials

	

	3-1c  evaluating, taking, and defending positions regarding the personal and civic responsibilities

	

	3-1d  analyzing the scope and limits of personal, cultural, economic, or political rights

	

	3-1e  describing the criteria used for admission to citizenship

	

	G&C-  3-2:   Students demonstrate an understanding of how individuals and groups exercise (or are denied) their rights and responsibilities by…
	

	3-2a  identifying a policy at the school, local, state, national, or international level and describing how it affects individual rights

	

	3-2b  accessing the political system

	

	3-2c  describing and giving examples of how access to institutions can affect justice, reward, and power in the U.S.
	

	3-2d   identifying and explaining ways individuals and groups have exercised their rights in order to transform society
	

	3-2e  participating in and reflecting on a decision-making experience as part of a group in your classroom, school, or community
	


	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Government & Civics (continued)

	Social Studies: G & C


	Course

	G&C – 4:  People engage in political processes in a variety of ways

	

	G&C-  4-1:  Students demonstrate an understanding of political systems and political processes by…
	

	4-1a  comparing, contrasting U.S. governments with others

	

	4-1b  interacting with, analyzing, and evaluating political institutions and political parties in an authentic context (using local, national, or international issues/events that are personally meaningful) 
	

	4-1c  analyzing and interpreting sources (print and non-print discourse/media), by distinguishing fact from opinion, & evaluating possible bias/propaganda or conflicting information within or across sources
	

	4-1d  selecting a landmark campaign or election, explaining the historical context and its significance, and evaluating its impact 


	

	4-1e  analyzing multiple perspectives on an historical or current controversial 


	

	G&C - 4-2:   Students demonstrate their participation in political processes by…

	

	4-2a  by using collaborative decision making/problem solving to consider multiple perspectives on a current political, social, or economic issue, evaluating the consequences of various options, and developing a plan of action 
	

	4-2b  by working individually or with others to identify, propose, and carry out a community/civic engagement project/initiative

	

	4-2c  engaging in and reflecting upon an electoral process in a class, school, or community
	

	G&C - 4-3:    Students participate in a civil society by….

	

	4-3a   critically reflecting on their own civic dispositions

	


	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Government & Civics  (continued)

	Social Studies: G & C


	Course

	4-3b  identifying and describing the role that various institutions play in meeting the needs of the community 

	

	4-3c  identifying, analyzing the conflicts that exist between public and private life

	

	G&C – 5:   As members of an interconnected world community, the choices we make impact others locally, nationally, and globally.
	

	G&C - 5-1:    Students demonstrate an understanding of the many ways Earth's people are interconnected by…
	

	5-1a    identifying the ways the world is organized: politically, socially, culturally, economically, environmentally 

	

	5-1b   organizing information to show relationships between and among various individuals, systems, and structures

	

	G&C - 5-2:     Students demonstrate an understanding of the benefits and challenges of an interconnected world by…
	

	5-2a   describing the interconnected nature of a contemporary or historical issue 

	

	5-2b   analyzing & evaluating a contemporary or historical issue

	

	G&C - 5-3:     Students demonstrate an understanding of how the choices we make impact and are impacted by, an interconnected world by…


	

	5-3a    Predicting outcomes and possible consequences of a conflict, event, or course of action 
	

	5-3b  Identifying and summarizing the intended and unintended consequences of a conflict, event, or course of action 

	

	5-3c  Using deliberation, negotiation, and compromise to plan and develop just solutions to problems

	


	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Historical Perspectives

The Social Studies GSEs are listed below by strand. Review the descriptions of concepts and skills for each of RI’s grades 9-12 social studies GSEs. Then indicate which GSEs are addressed in each course you teach. Use the KEY to show GSEs explicitly taught/reinforced (I), assessed (A), and whether YOUR EXPECATIONS are comparable to rigor of GSEs (+/√/-). Indicate how this GSE is assessed in your class (TQ,TT,CT,IA,PBA) Teachers teaching the same course should work together to indicate “consensus” mapping of GSEs to the course.

	KEY:   I=Instructed in course;  A=Assessed in course

+/√/- = Rigor of course content compared to GSE
Guiding Question: Is the GSE Instructed?
Key:

GSE Instructed: I
Degree to which GSE is instructed:

· entire GSE √

· partially covered  √ -

· beyond GSE expectation  √+
	Guiding Question: How is the GSE Assessed?
Key:
Traditional Quiz: TQ
Traditional Test: TT
Common Task: CT

Informal Assessment: IA

Performance-Based Assessment: PBA (not a common task)


	Specific Course Alignment Information –  documentation example      I:√  , A: TT, TQ                                                                                                     

	Social Studies: HP
	Course

	HP – 1: History is an account of human activities that is interpretive in nature.
	

	HP – 1-1:  Students act as historians, using a variety of tools (e.g., artifacts and primary and secondary sources) by…
	

	1-1a  Formulating historical questions, obtaining, analyzing, evaluating historical primary and secondary print and non-print sources 

	

	1-1b  Explaining how historical facts and historical interpretations may be different, but are related .

	

	1-1c  Identifying, describing, or analyzing multiple perspectives on an historical trend or event 

	

	1-1d-  Using technological tools in historical research 
	

	HP – 1-2 : Students interpret history as a series of connected events with multiple cause-effect relationships, by…
	

	1-2a  Explaining cause and effect relationships in order to sequence and summarize events, make connections between a series of events, or compare/contrast events 
	

	1-2b  Interpreting and constructing visual data 

	


	Individual Course Alignment Review:  Social Studies GSEs – Historical Perspectives (continued)

	Social Studies: HP


	Course

	HP – 2:   History is a chronicle of human activities, diverse people, and the societies they form

	

	HP - 2-1:    Students connect the past with the present by…
	

	2-1a    Explaining origins of major historical events

	

	2-1b   Identifying and linking key ideas and concepts and their enduring implications 

	

	2-1c  Analyzing and evaluating how national & world events have impacted Rhode Island & how R.I. has impacted national and world events
	

	HP - 2-2Students chronicle events and conditions by

	

	2-2a   Creating narratives based on a historical point of view 

	

	2-2b   Synthesizing information from multiple sources to formulate an historical interpretation 

	

	HP - 2-3:  Students show understanding of change over time by… 

	

	2-3a    Tracing patterns chronologically in history to describe changes on domestic, social, or economic life
	

	2-3b  Documenting various groups

	

	HP – 3:   The study of history helps us understand the present and shape the future
	

	HP - 3-1:    Students demonstrate an understanding of how the past frames the present by
	

	3-1a Gathering evidence of circumstances and factors contributing to contemporary problems
	

	3-1b Formulating a position or course of action on current issue from a choice of carefully evaluated options, taking into account historical underpinnings
	

	HP – 3-2: Students make personal connections in an historical context
	

	3-2a Articulating an understanding of the meaning, implications, and impact of historical events on their lives today
	

	3-2b Analyzing how an historical development
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